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Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, Interior § 955.11 

[62 FR 9959, Mar. 5, 1997, as amended at 71 FR 14645, Mar. 23, 2006; 73 FR 57541, Oct. 3, 2008] 

§ 950.36 Required abandoned mine 
land plan amendments. [Reserved] 

PART 955—CERTIFICATION OF 
BLASTERS IN FEDERAL PROGRAM 
STATES AND ON INDIAN LANDS 
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AUTHORITY: Pub. L. 95–87 (30 U.S.C. 1201 et 
seq.), sec. 955.13 also issued under sec. 9701, 
Pub. L. 97–258 (31 U.S.C. 9701). 

SOURCE: 51 FR 19462, May 29, 1986, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 955.1 Scope. 
This part establishes rules pursuant 

to part 850 of this chapter for the train-
ing, examination and certification of 
blasters by OSM for surface coal min-
ing operations in States with Federal 
programs and on Indian lands. It gov-
erns the issuance, renewal, reissuance, 
suspension and revocation of an OSM 
blaster certificate, replacement of a 
lost or destroyed certificate, and reci-
procity to a holder of a certificate 
issued by a State regulatory authority. 

§ 955.2 Implementation. 
In accordance with §§ 750.19, 816.61(c) 

and 817.61(c) of this chapter, after June 
30, 1987, in Federal program States and 
on Indian lands any person who is re-
sponsible for conducting blasting oper-
ations at a blasting site shall have a 
current OSM blaster certificate. 

§ 955.5 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Applicant means a person who sub-

mits an application for an OSM blaster 
certificate. 

Application means a request for an 
OSM blaster certificate submitted on 
the prescribed form, including the re-

quired fee and any applicable sup-
porting evidence or other attachments. 

Issue and issuance mean to grant to 
an applicant his or her first OSM blast-
er certificate that is not granted 
through reciprocity. 

Reciprocity means the recognition by 
OSM of a blaster certificate issued by a 
State regulatory authority under an 
OSM-approved blaster certification 
program as qualifying an applicant for 
the grant of an OSM blaster certificate. 

Reissue and reissuance are synony-
mous with the term recertification in 
§ 850.15(c) of this chapter, and mean to 
grant to an applicant who holds a re-
newed OSM blaster certificate, or who 
holds an OSM blaster certificate that 
expired more than 1 year prior to the 
date of his or her application, or who 
held an OSM blaster certificate that 
was revoked, a subsequent certificate 
that is not granted through reciprocity 
and for which additional training and 
examination are required. 

Renew and renewal mean to grant to 
an applicant who holds an issued or re-
issued OSM blaster certificate a subse-
quent certificate that is not granted 
through reciprocity and for which addi-
tional training and examination are 
not required. 

Replace and replacement mean to 
grant to an applicant a duplicate OSM 
blaster certificate as a substitute for 
one that was lost or destroyed. 

§ 955.10 Information collection. 

The information collection require-
ments in this part were approved by 
the Office of Management and Budget 
under 44 U.S.C. 3507 and assigned clear-
ance number 1029–0083. This informa-
tion is needed to meet the require-
ments of sections 504, 515, 516, 710 and 
719 of Pub. L. 95–87, and will be used by 
OSM in the certification of blasters. 
The obligation to respond is manda-
tory. 

§ 955.11 General requirements. 

To qualify for an OSM blaster certifi-
cate, a person shall: 

(a) Be at least 20 years old prior to 
submitting an application, and at least 
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